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Volume 15 
Issue 2 

Summer 2023 

Important Dates: 

• TODAY!  Register now while you’re 
thinking about it. 

• June 28 - Work Night 7-9pm 

• July 5 - Work Night 7-9pm 

• July 5 - Register by this date to 
guarantee a t-shirt in the correct size 

• July 12 - Work Night 7-9pm 

• July 19 - Decorating Night 7-9pm 

• July 21 - Background checks due for all 
volunteers ages 18 and older 

 

• July 23 - Youth Training for all 
volunteers entering grades 6-10 at 
5:30pm (Pizza provided!) 

• July 23 - Volunteer Staff Meeting at 
6:30pm for ALL volunteers who will be 
working with children 
during VBS week 

• July 24-28 - VBS 
9am-noon 

• July 28 - Volunteer 
luncheon at 12:30pm 

Join us at Hero Hotline Headquarters where heroes will work together to bring peace 
and build each other up!  At Hero Hotline VBS, everyone’s gifts are valued as they 
receive assignments each day from the Professor and Super Meer.  Heroes help solve 
problems by exploring Bible stories, playing games, making crafts, experimenting with 
science, and enjoying snacks. 

VBS at Willow Hill will be held Monday-Friday, July 24-28, from 9am to noon.  
Children who will be 4 years old by September 1 through entering 6th grade in the fall 
are welcome to join the fun. Please register your child by following this link:  
https://willowhillchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/. The registration fee of $10 per 
student will be collected by cash or check through the church office any time up to and 
including July 24.  The fee helps cover the cost of supplies and t-shirts. 

 

How can you help? 

Every hero has a role to play!  Maybe your role 
is helping plan decorations and activities or 
preparing craft materials and decorations on a 
Wednesday work night.  Maybe you like 
donating items needed for snacks or other 
stations. (Needed items will be listed on 
displays at church and in the Midweek 
Messenger in June.)  Another way you can 
help is with a financial gift to help cover the 
costs of VBS.   

The most-needed roles are leaders and 
helpers, 6th grade through adult, who will work 
with the kids the week of VBS. Sign up at 
https://willowhillchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/. 

Finally, you can help spread the word about 
registration, invite friends and neighbors, and 
pray for a VBS filled with God’s peace, love, 
and justice. 

https://willowhillchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/
https://willowhillchurch.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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Sunday Mornings at 
Willow Hill 

 

Worship Services 
9:00am Traditional Worship 

11:00am Contemporary Worship 

Children’s Church during both services 

Nursery available for up to age 3 
 

Online Worship Service 
www.willowhill.org, YouTube, Facebook 

10:00am 

 

Directing Pastor 
Nicole Cox 

pastornicole@willowhill.org 

Director of Discipleship 
Gina Hulett 

ghulett@willowhill.org 

Director of Online Ministries 
Leigh Hager 

lhager@willowhill.org 

Director of Hospitality 
Joshua Atkins 

jatkins@willowhill.org 

Director of Traditional Music                        
Jonah Klima 

jklima@willowhill.org 

Director of Contemporary Music                        
Nick Friedrich 

nfriedrich@willowhill.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Kathy Thompson 

kthompson@willowhill.org 

Pianist 
Evonne Cowling 

Keyboard Musician 
Lyda Roberts     

Retired Pastors: 
Pastor Ted Snider 
Pastor Ken Hogren 
Pastor Ken Harris 

Nursery 
Katie Fisher 

Sr.  High UMYF 
Gina Hulett, Bob Moletti 

Jr.  High UMYF 
Heidi Landes 

Office Hours  
9:30 –12:30, Mon-Thu  

Phone 
309-383-2700 

Office Email 
office@willowhill.org 

Website 
www.willowhill.org 

Staff Directory 

mailto:pastornicole@willowhill.org
mailto:ghulett@willowhill.org
mailto:lhager@willowhill.org
mailto:jatkins@willowhill.org
mailto:jklima@willowhill.org
mailto:nfriedrich@willowhill.org
mailto:kthompson@willowhill.org
mailto:office@willowhill.org
http://www.willowhill.org
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Summer Sermon Series 
 

John Wesley’s Greatest Hits 
John Wesley unintentionally founded the Methodist 
denomination in the late 1700s.  His unique theology, passion 
for social justice, and desire to share the love and grace of 
Jesus with others changed the world.  All these years later, we 

are still being influenced by him.  During this series, which begins May 21, we 
will look at some of his greatest contributions to the Christian faith and 
particularly to United Methodists. 

 

Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
Remember that old hymn – “Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; Things I 
would ask him to tell me if He were here: Scenes by the wayside, tales of the 
sea, stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”?  That’s exactly what we will be focusing 
on during June – the stories of Jesus.  Whether this is your first time hearing 
them or the millionth, you won’t want to miss a summer of hearing the stories of 
Jesus. 

 

Behind the Scenes: Popular Scripture Taken Out of Context 
One of the easiest things to do with scripture is to pluck out a verse that seems 
to mean one thing without reading the context of the scripture passage.  This 
can lead to a warped understanding of scripture.  In this series, we will be 
looking at those famous scriptures that are pulled out of context and see what 
the true meaning behind the scripture really is.  Join us this August as we take a 
deep dive into the Bible to gain a better, truer understanding of God’s Word. 

 
With you on the Journey, 

 

~ Notes from Nicole ~ 

 

Aldersgate Sunday 
At the 2022 Annual Conference, we voted to commemorate Aldersgate Sunday in celebration of 
our proud heritage and practice as United Methodists.  It is hoped that this conference-wide 
celebration will guide us to remember John Wesley’s Aldersgate 
experience on May 24, 1738; remember how our churches have 
shared the Good News of Jesus Christ across our communities; 
and renew our commitment to answer God’s call in the days 
ahead.  This is a day of celebration and thankfulness to God for 
the connections that bind us together as United Methodists.  We 
will celebrate Aldersgate Sunday on May 21 and will have our 
District Superintendent, Jim Barnett, as our guest preacher.   
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Welcome New Members! 
On April 2, eleven individuals were received into full membership of 
Willow Hill United Methodist Church.  Welcome, congratulations, and 
thank you all for  your commitment to the ministries of our church.  

  
 

 

Germantown Hills 
Middle School 

Nate Alonso 
Aubrey Cox 

Nathan Dawdy 
Kyler Lange 
Eli Young 

 
Metamora Grade School 

Annisen Herzberger 
 

Midwest Central 
Middle School 
Addison Friedrich 

8th Grade 

             College  
Zachary Beanblossom  ~  Bradley University, BS in Civil Engineering 

Caetlyn Dawdy  ~ Bradley University, BS in English–Creative Writing 

Jason Dean  ~ Southwest Illinois College Police Academy 

Ryan Meyer ~ Iowa State University, BS in Mechanical Engineering 

Ellie Osko ~ University of Iowa, BS in Psychology 

Hannah Sloan ~ Illinois State University, BS in Nursing 

East Peoria Community 
High School 

Elizabeth Roiger 
 

Metamora Township 
High School 
Lydia Alonso 
Kirby Conrad 
Kyle Conrad 

Sophie Fletcher 
Alayna Ruach 

 
Washington High School 

Madison Wilson 

High School 

Welcome New District Superintendent, Rev. Mike Crawford 
The 1st of July is bringing some change to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  We will be 
shifting from ten districts to five, which means that we will now belong to the North District of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  The North District covers the former Illinois River District 
and the Vermillion River District.  With this change, we will receive a new District 
Superintendent, Rev. Mike Crawford.  You may know Mike from the work he has done with 
our congregation in the past.  We will certainly be blessed by his leadership and we hope to 
have him come and preach to our congregation in the near future!  We invite you to be in 
prayer for Mike and the rest of our conference leadership as they move through this time of 
transition. 

(L-R) Front row: Charlie 
Tuck, Stephanie Tuck, Kathy McGuire, 

Deborah Brown, Debbie Thurman 
Back row: Allison Tuck, Brian Tuck, 

Maureen Hotkevich 
Not Pictured: Joe McGuire 

(L-R) Tim Jaegle, Joseph Atkins 
Not Pictured: Cat Decker, 
Katherine Atkins 
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~ Gather ~ 

Outdoor Services 
Join us on June 4 and 11 for two opportunities 
to worship in our beautiful backyard!  We will 
have our 11:00 service outdoors both of these 
weeks.  Grab your lawn chair and bug spray, 
pray for good weather, and meet us outside!   

We will offer our 9:00am service indoors on both 
of these Sundays. In the event of inclement 
weather, the 11:00 service will move indoors. 

Snyder Village Worship Information Meeting 
Willow Hill provides a worship service at the Snyder Village retirement community 
in Metamora every Sunday at 10:00am. Attendance has grown to almost 75 
worshippers coming from cottages, apartments, assisted living, and the health 

center in addition to some of their families. About half 
of those attending come from the healthcare center in 
wheelchairs and need help to and from the activity center.  At least 4-5 
volunteers are needed each week to escort these residents beginning 
at 9:30am and usually finishing before 11:00am. For more details, 
please attend the information meeting in Room 101 off the Lobby at 
Willow Hill on Sunday, June 4 at 10:15am.  

Fellowship Volunteers Needed 
The Witness Team is looking for volunteers to help with providing Sunday morning Fellowship 
treats. Those interested will be able to sign up for the Sunday that works best for you.  
Responsibilities for the week you sign up would include: 

• Bring 3-4 dozen bite-sized snacks (store-bought or homemade). 

• Place serving tray(s) with snacks on the serving table just 
prior to the conclusion of 9:00 service.  If you don't attend 
9:00 service on the day you sign up to bring treats, you may 
make arrangements with someone from that service to have 
them set the snacks on the serving table for you. 

Please sign up for a week that works with your schedule at the 
Information Desk! 
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~ Grow ~ 

Little Willows 
Little Willows wrapped up the 
school year for 70 children on 
May 12, and we are excited to 
start our 20th year in the fall! 
Classes are already full at 80 
children for next year with the 
exception of a few openings in 
the two-day class for 4-year-
olds. 

Congratulations to Chris Locknar, who is retiring 
as a classroom teacher.  She will remain on as a 
substitute teacher when she is available. Chris 
has been a wonderful part of the Little Willows 
teaching staff and will be greatly missed.   

Summer Camps, Retreats, and Mission Trips 
If you have a child or teenager who would like to attend a camp, retreat, or mission trip organized by Willow 
Hill or the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church, there are funds available to 
help with the cost.  For more information about this year’s camps and retreats being offered by our 
conference, check out the camping display in the Lobby or go to www.igrc.org/camping.  For children and 
teens in our Willow Hill family, the United Methodist Women have 
a camp scholarship fund established in memory of former 
member, Char Skinner, who loved children and was passionate 
about church camps and retreats.  The Youth Mission Trip Fund 
is another financial support option for teenagers who would like to 
attend a Willow Hill mission trip or retreat, Baby Fold Camp at 
East Bay on Lake Bloomington, or another UMC sponsored 
camp.  The Mission Trip Fund is a result of youth group 
fundraisers and your generous donations.  Brochures and 
applications for scholarships are also available at the table.   

John Wesley 101 Study 
Pastor Nicole will be offering a 
study in conjunction with the 
John Wesley’s Greatest Hits 
sermon series.  In the study, we 
will learn more about John 
Wesley, the world he lived in, 
and the circumstances he 
overcame in his life.  The class 
will be held on Wednesdays at 

7:00pm beginning May 24 and continuing for 
four weeks.  Mr. Wesley was one interesting dude, 
so don’t miss the chance to learn more about the 
founder of our denomination! 

WOW Group Study 
The WOW (Wisdom on Wednesdays) women’s 
Bible study group meets at church Wednesdays, 
1:00-2:30pm, in the Willow Room. All 
women are invited. On June 7, the 
group will begin reading and 
discussing The Love Stories of the 
Bible Speak: Biblical Lessons on 
Romance, Friendship, and Faith, by 
Shannon Bream. Books are available 
to purchase for $17 each at Costco 
and in the church office. Each chapter stands 
alone, so participants can come to any or all of the 
sessions. 

The group will NOT meet July 5 or July 26 due to 
the holiday and Vacation Bible School. Please 
contact Kathy Miller at knkids5@gmail.com with 
questions or to reserve a book. 

Spiritual Gifts Survey 
If you’re new to Willow Hill or missed out on our 
spiritual gifts survey last fall, you have another 
opportunity!  This survey will help confirm the 
areas in which you are gifted by God.  Scan the 
QR code or following the link in the Sign Up 
section of our website to fill out the survey.  Pastor 
Nicole will tally your survey and 
report your results back to 
you!  Answering the questions as 
honestly as you can will give you 
the most accurate results.   Contact 
Pastor Nicole with questions.  

http://www.igrc.org/camping
mailto:knkids5@gmail.com
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~ Go ~ 

Spring Bay Food Pantry Needs Volunteers 
Did you know the Spring Bay Food Pantry at 
RiversEdge United Methodist Church provides food, 
clothing, and other necessities to 60-70 families in 
Woodford County on the fourth Friday of each month?  
They are currently in need of four or five volunteers 
for Friday, May 26, 9:00–11:00am to help with 
distributing food and supplies to families in need.  They 
also need of volunteers on the 3

rd
 Wednesday of 

each month. Please contact Sandy Mulberry at 
smulberr@mtco.com with questions or to volunteer. 

Acolyte Training  
Children who have completed 3

rd
 grade or higher are invited to serve in 

worship services by lighting and extinguishing candles on the communion 
table.  This act symbolizes bringing the light of Jesus into our service and 
then carrying that light back out into the world.  After being trained, 
children will be added to the list of acolytes who are scheduled for 
particular services.  Depending on which service children attend, they may 
be scheduled once every other month or once a month.  Gina Hulett will 
train new acolytes after each worship service on Sunday, June 4.  Please 
contact Gina at ghulett@willowhill.org to sign up for a training or schedule 
an alternate date. 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
Peace with Justice Sunday one of the six Special Sundays of the 
United Methodist church and is based on the idea that the way to 
stand for justice is to create pathways for peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, and peacebuilding. It is a day we take action by 
funding peace with justice programs in our communities.  Sunday, 
June 4, Willow Hill will join with other United Methodist churches in 
taking a special offering to make it possible for the UMC to continue 
its global ministries of reconciliation. 

If you choose to support this vital ministry, please make your check 
out to Willow Hill and note “Peace with Justice” on the memo line.  
You may also give online at UMC Giving.  Just scroll down to the 
Special Sundays. 

mailto:smulberr@mtco.com
mailto:ghulett@willowhill.org
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/umcgiving/your-gifts.
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/umcgiving/your-gifts
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Food on the Fifth 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated to our April Food on 
the Fifth collection.  You really 
came through with the laundry 
detergent and dish soap!  Our 
next Food on the Fifth will 
be in July, so watch for an 
updated list of most needed 
items in the Midweek 
Messenger.  In the meantime, 
please continue to bring 
whatever food items, personal 
hygiene products, cleaning 
supplies, or paper products 
you can give.  The need is 
ongoing!  All donations are 
passed along to our local food 
pantries.   

Collection for the Homeless  
In partnership with Phoenix Community 
Development Services, which is an 
organization that works with the homeless in 
the Peoria area, Willow Hill will be gathering 
items for the homeless this summer.  For 
more information about Phoenix Community 
Development Services, go to 
phoenixcds.org. 

Here’s what we’ll be collecting: 

June 4 - Deodorant and body wash 

June 11 - Shampoo & Conditioner 

June 18 - Chapstick & Sunscreen 

June 25 - Disposable wipes & Bug spray 

July 2 - Bottled Water & Easy to open 
nonperishable food 

July 9 - Athlete's foot cream/powder & 
reusable water bottles 

More 
Go! 

https://phoenixcds.org/about-us/
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The Annual Pick-Your-Price Sale will be held on Thursday, 
August 17, and Friday, August 18, from 8:00am to 7:00pm 
each day.  Items to donate may be dropped off at the church 
beginning Sunday, August 13, through Wednesday, August 
16.  Please do not donate adult clothing, VHS tapes, non-flat TVs, 
or car seats.  If you need help transporting your items, please 

contact Barb Wilmot at 309-256-3008 who will arrange assistance. 

Meetings for the United Methodist Women will continue to be held on the second Tuesday of the month at 
3:00pm at the church, unless otherwise noted in the Midweek Messenger.  If you have questions regarding our 
meetings, contact Luann Kuehn at 309-271-3338. 

Care Ministry Training 
The Nurture Team would like to build up the Care Ministry again so that there is a group of 
people who can help care for our church family on a regular basis through personal visits, 
phone calls, meals, cards, and prayers.  When someone in the church family is isolated 
from others or dealing with some other illness or crisis, they may benefit from a visit or 
conversation with an adult who is willing to listen and offer compassion.  This may look like 
visiting with someone in a nursing home, meeting someone for coffee, stopping by 
someone’s hospital room, or talking on the phone. It could include praying or reading 

scripture or it could be simply providing a listening ear and a little encouragement.  Trainings will be scheduled 
with those who express interest in providing this type of individualized care.  If you would like to learn more 
about what it means to be a part of the Care Ministry team, please contact Gina Hulett at ghulett@willowhill.org.  

~ Ministry Teams ~ 

The Piece Makers have had a great year so far.  We've contributed over 200 
diapers, many school bags, birthing kits, shampoos, school supplies, Ukraine 
socks & underwear and over 16 cover quilts delivered to the Midwest Distribution 
Center.  We have also delivered over 10 Linus quilts for hospitalized children and 

have given out about 6 Comfort Quilts to church members.  Approximately 10 Willow Wraps (knitted/crocheted 
shawls) have been given to college students.   

Our contributions continue to grow as we meet the first and third Wednesday each month at Willow Hill.  All 
skill levels are welcome as we need sewers, ironers, cutters, knitters and crocheters. 

We are in the planning stages for a silent auction this fall to sell a few quilts.  Keep an eye open for more details. 

Book Club 
 

The Willow Hill Book Club meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm.  The 
group will be reading the following books this summer for discussion on the Tuesday dates 
indicated:  
 

May 23 – The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick 
June 27 – The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 
July 25 – Murder at the Book Club by Betsy Reavley 

August 22 – The Spanish Daughter by Lornea Hughes 
 

For more information regarding Book Club, please contact Christine Fletcher at 
christinefletcherslp@gmail.com. 

Do you enjoy interacting with children?  Do you have ideas for how Willow Hill can serve 
children in our church and community to help them experience God’s love? If you 
answered yes, then we invite you to join the Willow Hill Children’s Ministry Team. This team 
will work with the Director of Discipleship to help plan and coordinate children’s classes and 
events.  Please contact Gina at ghulett@willowhill.org to join the team or find out more. 

mailto:ghulett@willowhill.org
mailto:christinefletcherslp@gmail.com
mailto:ghulett@willowhill.org
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Youth Groups  
Youth groups have had a fun school year, and now it’s time 
to let the leaders take a little break for the summer.  A few 
special events or meetings may be scheduled with short 
notice throughout the summer and will be shared through 
Remind texts and Midweek Messenger emails. Please 
reach out to Gina Hulett at ghulett@willowhill.org or 309-
678-3761 or to be added to or removed from Remind 

messages or if you would like to discuss any of the following items… 

• Jr. High youth group (grades 6-8) will continue to meet at 4:00pm through Sunday, 
June 11. 

• Sr. High youth group will meet at 7:00pm through June 11 (no meeting May 21 
due to graduation). 

• A few events/small group reunions will be planned this summer for 2021-2023 
graduates. 

• All students are encouraged to check out one of the camps listed in the camp article 
below. 

• Mark your calendars to volunteer for VBS July 24-28. 

• Youth groups will kick off a new school year in early August. 

• Adults are needed to help plan and lead meetings and events. 
 

Congratulations to all of our 8
th

 grade and high school graduates! 
We wish you all the best in your next adventures! 

 

Summer Camp  
There is still time to register for a United Methodist camp and request scholarship funds!  Check 
out the table in the Lobby for specific dates, locations, and themes, or visit https://
www.igrc.campbrainregistration.com to check out camps and to register. Scholarships are 
available through the United Methodist Women and the Youth Mission Trip and Camp Fund. 
Willow Hill has special connections with two particular camps for older students. 

AIR Camp is the camp where Pastor Nicole is on staff, so it is sure to be a fun place for 
students entering 7

th
 grade through graduating from 12

th
 grade.  AIR camp is June 18-23. 

Little Grassy Camp is south of Carbondale, IL, on 157 acres of hills and trees next to 
1,000-acre Little Grassy Lake.  AIR Camp has loads of opportunities packed into a single 
week…games, crafts, service project, rock and tree climbing, naps and more.  Enjoy a life-
changing week where you will experience God and make lifelong friends through family 
time, worship and fellowship.  

Baby Fold Camp – Willow Hill has had a history of sending students who have completed 
grades 9-12 to East Bay Camp on Lake Bloomington for this amazing camp.  This year’s 
camp will take place July 15-21.  Baby Fold Camp provides an opportunity to connect faith 
with service.  Student volunteers work as part of a team during the day, ministering to day 
campers with emotional and behavior disorders from The Baby Fold.  In the evenings, 
there will be worship, games, and free time for fellowship.  Past Willow Hill students and 
adults have made lifelong friendships at this camp.   

youth 
MINISTRY 

~ Youth Ministries ~ 

mailto:ghulett@willowhill.org
https://www.igrc.campbrainregistration.com
https://www.igrc.campbrainregistration.com
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Save the Date:   

Farewell Summer Shindig 
 

Sunday, September 17 

11:00am Outdoor Worship 

Noon Lunch on the Back Lawn (Food Truck!) 

Outdoor Activities 

More details to come! 

~ Other Announcements ~ 

 

 

 

 

The church office will be closed on 

Wednesday, May 17 – Offsite Meetings/Staff Time Off 

Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day 

Tuesday, July 4 – Independence Day 

Memorial Day 
May 29 

 

Remembering & 
Honoring ALL 

who have served and 
sacrificed 

Have a safe & sensational summer! 



304 East Far Hills Drive                               

  East Peoria, IL  61611  


