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Palm Sunday 
The King Arrives 

  

 

Scripture: 
 
Zachariah 9:9   Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey.   
  
Matthew 21:1-2   When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.” 
  
Media Experience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC2cU4TPg30 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNvEoKYi7_g 
  
Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
Remember the familiar story from the Bible. . . It began early Sunday morning as Jesus was walking 
toward Jerusalem.  He stopped for a moment and sent two of his disciples into a nearby village to 
carry out a special errand.  They were to find a colt tied there which no one had ever ridden, and 
bring it to Jesus.  They obeyed. 
 
During His ministry, Jesus must have walked hundreds of miles up and down the land we now call 
the "Holy Land," but there is no mention of Him ever riding, except in a boat across the Sea of 
Galilee.  Why now?  Why a colt? 
  
At this time in Israel, riding a colt into the city was what kings did during peacetime.  During times of 
war, he would ride a stallion.  Therefore, Jesus gives a public declaration that He was a King – the 
King of peace. 
 
Five hundred years earlier, the prophet Zechariah had prophesied this.  See, your king comes to 
you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
  
Prayer:  
  
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for another example of your prophecy being fulfilled.  Knowing this 
helps me dismiss any doubt of Jesus being the Messiah.  May my faith be strengthened each time I 
become more aware of your sovereignty.  Amen.  
  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC2cU4TPg30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNvEoKYi7_g


Monday 
House of Prayer 

  

Scripture: 
  
Mark 11:15-18   Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a 
den of robbers.” 
  
Media Experience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HM7DZ5O1Kn4 
 
Thoughts to Ponder:  From  eTeacherBIBLICAL 
  
On the day after receiving Hosannas and waving palm branches, Jesus cleared the temple of the 
moneychangers and animal-sellers.  He showed great emotion and anger.  His anger was pure and 
completely justified because at its root was concern for God’s holiness and worship. 
  
1) His anger had the proper motivation.  In other words, He was angry for the right reasons.  Jesus’ 
anger did not arise from petty arguments or personal slights against Him.  There was no selfishness 
involved. 
  
2) His anger had the proper focus.  He was not angry at God or at the “weaknesses” of others.  His 
anger targeted sinful behavior and true injustice. 
  
3) His anger had the proper supplement.  Mark 3:5 says that His anger was attended by grief over 
the Pharisees’ lack of faith.  Jesus’ anger stemmed from love for the Pharisees and concern for their 
spiritual condition.  It had nothing to do with hatred or ill will. 
  
4) His anger had the proper control.  Jesus was never out of control, even in His wrath.  The temple 
leaders did not like His cleansing of the temple, but He had done nothing sinful.  He controlled His 
emotions; His emotions did not control Him. 
  
5) His anger had the proper duration.  He did not allow His anger to turn into bitterness; He did not 
hold grudges.  He dealt with each situation properly, and He handled anger in good time. 
  
6) His anger had the proper result.  Jesus’ anger had the inevitable consequence of godly action.  
Jesus’ anger, as with all His emotions, was held in check by the Word of God; thus, Jesus’ response 
was always to accomplish God’s will. 
 
Prayer:  
  
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for sending Jesus to me as one of us.  I can learn from Him how to 
handle the emotions that I sometimes feel.  Help me to always understand our Savior as fully human 
and fully divine.  Amen.  
  

  



Tuesday 
Our Prayer 

  
Scripture: 
 
Matthew 14:23   He went up into the hills by himself to pray. 
 
John 17:9-11   “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they 
belong to you.  All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring me 
glory.  Now I am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming to you.” 
 
Luke 23:34   Right after being nailed to the cross, Jesus prayed, "Father forgive them; for they know 
not what they do." 
 
Media Experience:  http://www.godvine.com/Coffee-With-Jesus-It-ll-Make-You-Really-Think-About-

Prayer-3544.html 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mN-n4NEOS74 
 

Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
The Bible tells us to "pray without ceasing."  This probably literally does not mean to never stop 
praying, but it’s safe to say that Jesus probably came closer to never stopping than any person who 
has ever lived.  He was continually in a prayer mode.  He prayed alone and in public.  He spoke with 
the Father before meals, important decisions, and healing.   
 
During Holy Week, Jesus probably did pray without ceasing as He was aware of the impending 
atrocious events.  He prayed for strength to do the Father's will.  Let us join Him throughout this 
week – thanking God for always being available to hear to our prayers. 
 
Prayer:  
 

Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the gift of prayer.  Jesus taught me to pray in all situations.  His 
example is one I want to follow – especially as I walk with you through these next days ahead.  
Impress upon me the generosity and the value of my Savior’s sacrificial death for me.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.godvine.com/Coffee-With-Jesus-It-ll-Make-You-Really-Think-About-Prayer-3544.html
http://www.godvine.com/Coffee-With-Jesus-It-ll-Make-You-Really-Think-About-Prayer-3544.html


Wednesday 
The King’s Power 

  

Scripture: 
 
John 13:12-17   After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you 
understand what I was doing?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s 
what I am.  And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each 
other’s feet.  I have given you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.  I tell you the truth,  
slaves are not greater than their master.  Nor is the messenger more important than the one who 
sends the message.  Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.” 
 
Media Experience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqxpoZf5sSo 
 

Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
The one with the towel and basin is the King of the universe.  He is the One before whom all nations 
will one day kneel – and He now kneels before His disciples.  Jesus knows the future of these 24 
feet.  Jesus is aware that two of these feet belong to the man who has betrayed Him – and yet He 
cleanses because He loves. 
 
He knows that tomorrow the rest will bury their heads in shame and look down at their feet in disgust 
after denying and hiding amongst the crowd.  But He still loves them and wants them to remember 
that He, on His knees, forgave them this sin before they even committed it.  He offered His mercy 
before they even sought it. 
 

Prayer:  
 

Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the example of Christ.  He, the Supreme Lord, took on the 
persona of a lowly servant.  He, our High Priest and Rabbi, kept teaching until the end.  Help me to 
be ‘a person of the towel’.  Guide me to be humble.  Open my eyes to see the needs of others so 
that I may be the hands of Jesus with no expectation of a reward.  Amen. 

  



Maundy Thursday 
The Savior’s Power 

  

 

Scripture:   
 
Luke 22:67-68   They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.”  He replied, “If I tell you, you will not 
believe; and if I question you, you will not answer.” 
 
Media Experience:   http://rgonce.blogspot.com/2013/04/the-trials-of-jesus.html 
 

Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
As a child I was fortunate to attend with my family, the Black Hills Passion Play.  I was so 
disappointed in the scene where Jesus is before the council.  The chief priest and elders make all 
kinds of accusations, and Jesus remains silent.  I wanted Jesus to attack with at least the same 
power that He had used when cleansing the temple.  I wanted my Jesus to be mighty, not wimpy! 
 
Thank goodness my faith has matured since then!  After studying the gospels, it is quite obvious how 
powerful Jesus is!  He has power over Satan, power over the wind and water, power over unclean 
spirits, and power over disease. 
 
Time and time again Jesus displays power like when the woman that had been hemorrhaging for 
twelve years, touches Jesus’ clothes and is healed, and Jesus is aware that power had gone forth 
from him. 
 
Jesus also has power over death.  He restored life to a twelve-year-old girl.  Even at the crucifixion, 
Jesus’ life is not taken from Him – He lays down His own life.  I now realize that Jesus is so much 
more than I can imagine! 
 

Prayer:    
 
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the gift of your Word.  So much of what Jesus did conflicts with 
my experiences.  I want to lash out, but I see Him standing in silence.  I want revenge, and I see Him 
praying for His enemies.  Oh, that I may daily grow to be more like the one who started His life in a 
lowly stone stable.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 

  



Good Friday 
Man of Sorrows 

 
 
Scripture:    
 
Isaiah 53:3   He was despised and rejected - a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.  He 
was beaten so we could be whole.  He was whipped so we could be healed. 
 
Luke 23:22-24   For the third time Pilate demanded, “Why?  What crime has he committed?  I have 
found no reason to sentence him to death.  So I will have him flogged, and then I will release him.”  
But the mob shouted louder and louder, demanding that Jesus be crucified, and their voices 
prevailed.  So Pilate sentenced Jesus to die as they demanded. 
 
 
Media Experience:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOIsjx2VwaM 
 
 
Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer 
Seems now I see Him on Calvary's tree 
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading 
Blind and unheeding, dying for me 
 
Oh, how I love Him, Savior and Friend 
How can my praises ever find end? 
Through years unnumbered on Heaven's shore 
My songs shall praise Him forevermore 
 
Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer 
 
Pondering the lyrics to the song “Blessed  Redeemer” by Casting Crowns brings to light both the 
wretchedness and the grandeur of Jesus’ death on the cross.  The sacrifice Jesus made when He 
willing took my sin to be nailed on that cross is incomprehensible. 
   

What love.  What devotion.  What a savior. 
 
 
Prayer:   
 
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the gift of my salvation.  Blessed Redeemer, my song shall 
praise you forever more.  You carried my sin to Calvary’s tree, pleading my case for me, and as a 
result I have been redeemed.  You have given me the promise of eternal life with you.  Guide me so 
that I can share it with others.   Amen. 
 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOIsjx2VwaM


Saturday 
For U and I 

  

Scripture: 
 
Jeremiah 1:5   “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.  Before you were born I set 
you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 
 
 
Media Experience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHB0y1W7NUo 
 
 
Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
Before U were thought of or time had begun, 
God even stuck U in the name of His Son. 
And each time U pray, you'll see it's true 
You can't spell out JesUs and not include U. 
 
You're a pretty big part of His wonderful name, 
For U, He was born; that's why He came. 
And His great love for U is the reason He died. 
It even takes U to spell crUcified. 
 
Isn't it thrilling and splendidly grand 
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan. 
The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew, 
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U. 
 
When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension, 
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention. 
"Go into the world and tell them it's true 
That I love them all - Just like I love U." 
 
So many great people are spelled with a U, 
Don't they have a right to know JesUs too? 
It all depends now on what U will do, 
He'd like them to know 
But it all starts with U.                           Charleen Coleman 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for your master plan that places each of us in your loving arms.  
You have created this earth and everything in it for us.  You have provided for all my needs.  But 
most importantly, You have offered me the gift of eternal life with You and our Savior.  Help me to 
appreciate all of my blessings each of the days of my life.   Amen.  
 

 

  



Easter 
Empty Tomb 

 
Scripture: 
 
Matthew 28: 1,2,5,6   Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went out to visit the tomb.  Suddenly there was a great earthquake!  For an angel of 
the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. 
 
Then the angel spoke to the women.  “Don’t be afraid!” he said.  “I know you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  He isn’t here!  He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen.  Come, 
see where his body was lying.” 
 
 
Media Experience:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XVZcP1GtXk 
 
 
Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
The morning came on that third day.  The sun rose yet again.  But the world was not the same – nor 
would it ever be.  Jesus’ family, friends, followers were filled with grief and disbelief.  The dreams 
they had dreamed had been shattered by the hammer and nails. 
 
Mary’s heart had been so heavy, yet she remembered her precious son was from God – and she 
trusted Him for a miracle.  Somehow her Son would live again. 
 
The news spread quickly that same morning.  The stone door was displaced so that first the women 
and then others were allowed to see that the tomb no longer was a place of sorrow.  An angel 
confirmed that Christ had Risen – just as He had predicted.  Their sorrow quickly turned to 
amazement and joy!!!   
 
On that third morning, hope rose with the dawn.  Death had lost and life had won! 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the Resurrection of your Blessed Son.  Jesus overpowered the 
bonds of death – for Himself and for all who choose to follow Him.  May I learn to live my life as a 
believer who will now be able to spend eternity in the Presence of my Lord.  Alleluia.    
 

  



Monday  
and all the days of our lives . . . 

My Life 
  

 
Scripture:   
 
Matthew 22:37-39   Jesus replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  A second is equally important:  
Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Media Experience:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxyBMQJuTuc 
 
Thoughts to Ponder: 
 
I Then Shall Live . . . 
 
These lyrics by Gloria Gaither are powerfully prayerful.  Declaring these to God indicates that you 
take the promise and hope of Easter seriously.  You vow to try, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to live 
your life after the supreme role model, Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  
 
I then shall live as one who's been forgiven. 
I'll walk with joy to know my debts are paid. 
I know my name is clear before my Father; 
I am His child and I am not afraid. 
So, greatly pardoned, I'll forgive my brother; 
The law of love I gladly will obey. 
 
I then shall live as one who's learned compassion. 
I've been so loved, that I'll risk loving too. 
I know how fear builds walls instead of bridges; 
I'll dare to see another's point of view. 
And when relationships demand commitment, 
Then I'll be there to care and follow through. 
 
Your Kingdom come around and through and in me; 
Your power and glory, let them shine through me. 
Your Hallowed Name, O may I bear with honor, 
And may Your living Kingdom come in me. 
The Bread of Life, O may I share with honor, 
And may You feed a hungry world through me. 
 
Amen, Amen, Amen 

 
Prayer:  
 
Praise to you, my Glorious God, for the gift of Jesus.  You sent him into our world to be one of us 
and He was perfect – entirely without sin.  He personified the life You would have us strive to live.  
Help me to live my life as one who can forgive because I have been forgiven.  Help me to bask in 
Your love and exude that love to the world.  Help me to live so that others always see You through 
me.  Amen. 
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